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Adam Bly is the founder and CEO of System, a Public Benefit Corporation developing a systems-based 
approach to organize the world’s data and knowledge. He previously led data at Spotify. Prior to that, he 
founded and was CEO of Seed Scientific, the data analytics firm, which was acquired by Spotify.

Named a Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum, Adam has lectured extensively on the 
role of data and science in society, including at the United Nations, MIT, NASA, Ars Electronica, MoMA, 
The National Academy of Sciences, The Royal Society, and the World Economic Forum (WEF). He was a 
Visiting Senior Fellow in Science, Technology & Society at Harvard Kennedy School, has advised 
Fortune 500 companies on data strategy and administrations and national political campaigns on 
science policy, and served on the WEF Global Agenda Councils on Complex Systems and Data-Driven 
Development.

Deeply committed to modernizing and spreading science literacy, Adam founded and served as 
Editor-in-Chief of the National Magazine Award-nominated science magazine, Seed; co-organized 
Design and the Elastic Mind, the landmark exhibition at The Museum of Modern Art; and edited Science 
is Culture: Conversations at the New Intersection of Science and Society (HarperCollins). He served as a 
Trustee of the Society for Science, the organizer of world's largest pre-college science fair (which he 
won in 1998 — Best of Category, Biochemistry). For his efforts to advance the public's understanding of 
science, Adam was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal.

Born in Montreal, he studied at McGill University and began his career researching the genetics and 
biochemistry of metastasis at the National Research Council of Canada. He lives in New York City and 
the Hudson Valley.
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The biggest challenges we face 
in the world are systems — 
yet the knowledge we need to 
tackle these challenges is siloed



What if all the world’s 
knowledge was organized 
as one interconnected 
system based on data 
measuring how 
everything was related?

What if it was just as 
easy to get context as it 
is today to find content?



At System, we are 
building foundational 
knowledge infrastructure 
to transform the world 
from silos to systems



Google Wikipedia System

Unique Value 
Proposition

Find the world’s information 
ranked by popularity and 
relevance

Learn about every topic 
in the world based on 
collective intelligence

Discover how everything 
in the world is related

Atomic Unit Media

(Obesity is Rising in America, 
The New York Times)

Topic

(Obesity)

Metric

(Body Mass Index)

Core Relationship Semantic

(Obesity, Overweight, Weight 
Loss)

Semantic

(Obesity, Overweight, Weight 
Loss) 

Statistical

(Body Mass Index, Household 
Income, Risk of COVID-19, 
Unemployment Rate)



Today a search for “Malaria” is 
constrained by the semantic 
architecture of knowledge (i.e. 
Semantic Web, Wikipedia, 
Google, LLMs) — so we can 
never see the whole picture.

From silos…



…to systems

Now imagine a new 
contextual knowledge object 
— the system of “Malaria” 
— based on the latest data, 
that we used to understand, 
predict, and prevent. It would 
change everything.



…to a system of systems

For every topic and datapoint 
in the world.



System Graph

A systems model 
of the world — 
powered by AI

® TM

Leverages SOTA large language 
models, advanced graph technology, 
complexity science, and causal 
inference techniques to generate 
the first model of the world as 
one interconnected system.

Starting in health
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/13xSWgPitAIa6A954Fl2XakLZeosui4H4/preview
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To harmonize the whole is 
the task of art.
Wassily Kandinsky

The ideal art, the noblest of art: 
working with the complexities of 
life, refusing to simplify...
Joyce Carol Oates



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1KdWkF0YicnUeqk0jWxQ0M1i8wbxCY6AU/preview
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